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DETAILED ACTION 
Notice to Applicant 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 19 
February 2007 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1, 3-9, 11-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious by 
Dahlin (2004/0122701) in view of Flores (6,073,109). 

4. As per claim 1 , Dahlin teaches a system for scheduling a set of tasks to be 
performed by at least one individual to support healthcare delivery, a method for 
providing a user interface for processing an event representing a change in 
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circumstances potentially affecting healthcare delivered to a patient (Dahlin; Abstract). 
Dahlin does not expressly teach in response to user command, initiating generation of 
at least one display image supporting a user in, 

identifying an event and an associated parameter; identifying a global parameter; 
designating a predetermined first process is associated with said event by associating 
identifiers with said event and said associated parameter, said predetermined process 
comprising a set of tasks to be performed by at least one individual to support 
healthcare delivery; 

designating a plurality of predetermined concurrently operable processes, including said 
first process, are associated with said global parameter for concurrently automatically 
sharing a value of said global parameter; and 

indicating a value of said associated parameter is to be provided to said first process in 
response to occurrence of said event; 

enabling access by said predetermined concurrently operable processes and sharing of 
said global parameter value; and 

providing said associated parameter to said first process using a map in at least one 
repository associating event identifiers and parameter identifiers. 

However, these features are well known in the art as evidenced by Flores. In 
particular, Flores teaches generating workflow-enabled applications. Users use the 
applications to act and participate in business processes and enable managers to 
observe the status of workflows and business processes (Flores; col. 3, lines 30-36). 
Flores further teaches various parameters including a global parameter (Flores; Col. 51, 
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lines 40-45) and also business process maps (Col. 2, line 33). It would have been 
obvious to add these features to the Dahlin system with the motivation of to enable 
users to take coordinated action quickly and to manage processes painlessly. Further 
more the results include increased productivity, reduced cycle time and improved 
customer satisfaction (Flores; Col. 1 26-31). 

5. As per claim 3, Dahlin does not expressly teach wherein said at least one display 
image supports designating a second process, comprising a scheduled sequence of 
tasks to be performed by at least one individual to support healthcare delivery, is 
associated with said event and 

determining said second process is to be at least one of, (a) replaced and (b) 
supplemented, by said predetermined first process in response to occurrence of said 
event. 

However, these features are well known in the art as evidenced by Flores. In 
particular, Flores teaches generating workflow-enabled applications. Users use the 
applications to act and participate in business processes and enable managers to 
observe the status of workflows and business processes (Flores; col. 3, lines 30-36). 
Flores further teaches business process maps display the workflows as loops and 
display relevant information about each workflow (Flores; Col. 2, lines 33-37). It would 
have been obvious to add these features to the Dahlin system with the motivation of to 
enable users to take coordinated action quickly and to manage processes painlessly. 
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Furthermore the results include increased productivity, reduced cycle time and 
improved customer satisfaction (Flores; Col. 1 26-31). 

6. As per claim 4, Dahlin does not expressly teach wherein said second process is 
supplemented by said predetermined first process by at least one of the steps of, 

(a) adding said tasks of said predetermined first process to tasks of said second 
process, and 

(b) substituting at least one of said tasks of said predetermined first process for a task of 
said second process. 

However, these features are well known in the art as evidenced by Flores. In 
particular, Flores teaches generating workflow-enabled applications. Users use the 
applications to act and participate in business processes and enable managers to 
observe the status of workflows and business processes (Flores; col. 3, lines 30-36). It 
would have been obvious to add these features to the Dahlin system with the motivation 
of to enable users to take coordinated action quickly and to manage processes 
painlessly. Further more the results include increased productivity, reduced cycle time 
and improved customer satisfaction (Flores; Col. 1 26-31). 

7. As per claim 5, Dahlin does not expressly teach wherein said at least one display 
image supports designating a second process is to be at least one of, (a) replaced and 
(b) supplemented, by said predetermined first process in response to occurrence of said 
event, said second process comprising a scheduled sequence of tasks to be performed 
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by at least one individual to support healthcare delivery and is different to said 
predetermined first process sequence of tasks. 

However, these features are well known in the art as evidenced by Flores. In 
particular, Flores teaches generating workflow-enabled applications. Users use the 
applications to act and participate in business processes and enable managers to 
observe the status of workflows and business processes (Flores; col. 3, lines 30-36). 
Flores further teaches business process maps display the workflows as loops and 
display relevant information about each workflow (Flores; Col. 2, lines 33-37). It would 
have been obvious to add these features to the Dahlin system with the motivation of to 
enable users to take coordinated action quickly and to manage processes painlessly. 
Furthermore the results include increased productivity, reduced cycle time and 
improved customer satisfaction (Flores; Col. 1 26-31). 

8. As per claim 6, Dahlin does not expressly teach wherein said at least one display 
image supports designating predetermined parameter verification criteria is associated 
with said associated parameter. 

However this feature is well known in the art as evidenced by Flores. In 
particular, Flores teaches verifying if a specific identity is associated with an 
Organization Role (Flores; Col. 90, lines 20-25). It would have been obvious to add 
these features to the Dahlin system with the motivation of to enable users to take 
coordinated action quickly and to manage processes painlessly. Furthermore the 
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results include increased productivity, reduced cycle time and improved customer 
satisfaction (Flores; Col. 1 26-31). 

9. As per claim 7, Dahlin does not expressly teach wherein said designated 
predetermined parameter verification criteria comprises at least one of, (a) a value 
range (b) a value type and (c) a parameter symbol check. 

However this feature is well known in the art as evidenced by Flores. In 
particular, Flores teaches verifying if a specific identity is associated with an 
Organization Role (Flores; Col. 90, lines 20-25). Examiner interprets this to be a . 
verification of a value type. It would have been obvious to add these features to the 
Dahlin system with the motivation of to enable users to take coordinated action quickly 
and to manage processes painlessly. Furthermore the results include increased 
productivity, reduced cycle time and improved customer satisfaction (Flores; Col. 1 26- 
31). 

10. As per claim 8, Dahlin does not expressly teach wherein said plurality of 
predetermined concurrently operable processes comprise process instances. 

However, these features are well known in the art as evidenced by Flores. In 
particular, Flores teaches generating workflow-enabled applications. Users use the 
applications to act and participate in business processes and enable managers to 
observe the status of workflows and business processes (Flores; col. 3, lines 30-36). It 
would have been obvious to add these features to the Dahlin system with the motivation 
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of to enable users to take coordinated action quickly and to manage processes 
painlessly. Further more the results include increased productivity, reduced cycle time 
and improved customer satisfaction (Flores; Col. 1 26-31). 

11. As per claim 9, Dahlin does not expressly teach wherein said step of designating 
said predetermined first process is associated with said event comprises designating an 
instance of said predetermined first process is associated with said event. 

However, these features are well known in the art as evidenced by Flores. In 
particular, Flores teaches generating workflow-enabled applications. Users use the 
applications to act and participate in business processes and enable managers to 
observe the status of workflows and business processes (Flores; col. 3, lines 30-36). It 
would have been obvious to add these features to the Dahlin system with the motivation 
of to enable users to take coordinated action quickly and to manage processes 
painlessly. Further more the results include increased productivity, reduced cycle time 
and improved customer satisfaction (Flores; Col. 1 26-31). 

12. As per claim 1 1 , Dahlin does not expressly teach including the step of 
in response to user command via said at least one display image, 

storing at least one of, (a) an event identifier identifying said event, (b) a process 
identifier identifying said predetermined first process and (c) an identifier identifying a 
particular instance of said predetermined first process. 
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However, these features are well known in the art as evidenced by Flores. In 
particular, Flores teaches generating workflow-enabled applications. Users use the 
applications to act and participate in business processes and enable managers to 
observe the status of workflows and business processes (Flores; col. 3, lines 30-36). It 
would have been obvious to add these features to the Dahlin system with the motivation 
of to enable users to take coordinated action quickly and to manage processes 
painlessly. Further more the results include increased productivity, reduced cycle time 
and improved customer satisfaction (Flores; Col. 1 26-31). 

13. As per claim 12, Dahlin teaches wherein said event comprises at least one of, (a) 
an event resulting from action by healthcare personnel, (b) an event generated by an 
operating process, (c) an event generated by patient monitoring equipment and (d) an 
event generated by a medical device (Dahlin; Abstract). 

14. As per claim 13, Dahlin does not expressly teach wherein said display image 
indicates to a user a mapping of a first label representing said event associated 
parameter used by said predetermined first process to a corresponding second label 
representing said associated parameter used by a second process replaceable by said 
predetermined first process upon occurrence of said event. 

However, these features are well known in the art as evidenced by Flores. In 
particular, Flores teaches generating workflow-enabled applications. Users use the 
applications to act and participate in business processes and enable managers to 
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observe the status of workflows and business processes (Flores; col. 3, lines 30-36). 
Flores further teaches business process maps display the workflows as loops and 
display relevant information about each workflow (Flores; Col. 2, lines 33-37). It would 
have been obvious to add these features to the Dahlin system with the motivation of to 
enable users to take coordinated action quickly and to manage processes painlessly. 
Furthermore the results include increased productivity, reduced cycle time and 
improved customer satisfaction (Flores; Col. 1 26-31). 

15. As per claim 14 Dahlin does not expressly teach wherein said first label is 
different from said second label. However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by 
Flores. In particular, Flores teaches a "workflow application builder" where users can 
specify links and workflows and all their elements (Flores; Col. 6, lines 42-50). 
Examiner interprets the plural number of elements to read upon different labels. It 
would have been obvious to add these features to the Dahlin system with the motivation 
of to enable users to take coordinated action quickly and to manage processes 
painlessly. Furthermore the results include increased productivity, reduced cycle time 
and improved customer satisfaction (Flores; Col. 1 26-31). 

16. As per claim 15, Dahlin does not expressly teach teaches wherein said at least 
one display image indicates individual tasks comprising said predetermined first 
process. 
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However, these features are well known in the art as evidenced by Flores. In 
particular, Flores teaches generating workflow-enabled applications. Users use the 
applications to act and participate in business processes and enable managers to 
observe the status of workflows and business processes (Flores; col. 3, lines 30-36). 
Flores further teaches business process maps display the workflows as loops and 
display relevant information about each workflow (Flores; Col. 2; lines 33-37). It would 
have been obvious to add these features to the Dahlin system with the motivation of to 
enable users to take coordinated action quickly and to manage processes painlessly. 
Furthermore the results include increased productivity, reduced cycle time and 
improved customer satisfaction (Flores; Col. 1 26-31). 

17. As per claim 16, Dahlin does not expressly teach wherein said at least one 
display image supports user designation of a particular individual task of said individual 
tasks and said predetermined first process is initiated from said user designated 
particular individual task upon occurrence of said event. 

However, these features are well known in the art as evidenced by Flores. In 
particular, Flores teaches generating workflow-enabled applications. Users use the 
applications to act and participate in business processes and enable managers to 
observe the status of workflows and business processes (Flores; col. 3, lines 30-36). 
Flores further teaches business process maps display the workflows as loops and 
display relevant information about each workflow (Flores; Col. 2, lines 33-37). It would 
have been obvious to add these features to the Dahlin system with the motivation of to 
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enable users to take coordinated action quickly and to manage processes painlessly. 
Furthermore the results include increased productivity, reduced cycle time and 
improved customer satisfaction (Flores; Col. 1 26-31). 

18. As per claim 17, Dahlin does not expressly teach wherein upon occurrence of 
said event, said predetermined first process omits at least one task prior to said 
designated particular individual task. 

However, these features are well known in the art as evidenced by Flores. In 
particular, Flores teaches generating workflow-enabled applications. Users use the 
applications to act and participate in business processes and enable managers to 
observe the status of workflows and business processes (Flores; col. 3, lines 30-36). 
Flores further teaches business process maps display the workflows as loops and 
display relevant information about each workflow (Flores; Col. 2, lines 33-37). It would 
have been obvious to add these features to the Dahlin system with the motivation of to 
enable users to take coordinated action quickly and to manage processes painlessly. 
Furthermore the results include increased productivity, reduced cycle time and 
improved customer satisfaction (Flores; Col. 1 26-31). 

19. Claims 2, 10 and 18-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious by 
Dahlin (2004/0122701) in view of Flores (6,073,109) in further view of Stewart 
(7,0151,071). 
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20. As per claim 2, Dahlin does not expressly teach including the step of: 
filtering messages identifying events using said map to exclude messages conveying 
event identifiers unassociated with said predetermined first process from being passed 
to said process, wherein said at least one display image supports. 

However this feature of filtering messages is well known in the art as evidenced 
by Stewart. In particular, Stewart teaches a filter that is used to examine message 
context and determines whether to send the message or not (Stewart; Fig. 6, Col. 26, 
lines 45-60). It would have been obvious to add this feature to the Dahlin system with 
the motivation of ensuring that business processes are executed and completed and to 
orchestrate the overall process execution (Stewart; Col. 5, lines 55-60). 

Dahlin also does not expressly teach designating an executable procedure, for 
initiating a workflow process comprising a sequence of tasks to be performed by a 
worker or system, is associated with said event and wherein execution of said 
procedure is initiated in response to occurrence of said event. 

However, these features are well known in the art as evidenced by Flores. In 
particular, Flores teaches generating workflow-enabled applications. Users use the 
applications to act and participate in business processes and enable managers to 
observe the status of workflows and business processes (Flores; col. 3, lines 30-36). It 
would have been obvious to add these features to the Dahlin system with the motivation 
of to enable users to take coordinated action quickly and to manage processes 
painlessly. Further more the results include increased productivity, reduced cycle time 
and improved customer satisfaction (Flores; Col. 1 26-31). 
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21. As per claim 10, Dahlin does not expressly teach including the step of searching 
a database containing records indicating active processes to identify active process 
instances of said predetermined first process. However, this feature is well known in 
the art as evidenced by Stewart. In particular, Stewart teaches it was well known in the 
art to have an "auction and search" and allow sharing of common information with 
vertical or community groups. It would have been obvious to add this feature to the 
Dahlin system with the motivation of ensuring that business processes are executed 
and completed and to orchestrate the overall process execution (Stewart; Col. 5, lines 
55-60). 

22. Claims 1 8-24 repeat the limitations of claims 1 -1 7 and the reasons for rejection 
are incorporated herein. 

Conclusion 

23. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michelle Linh-Giang Le whose telephone number is 571- 
272-8207. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 AM - 5PM, M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on 571-272-3600. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Sen/ice Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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